The lamentable 


CAS E 


OF THE 


SAILORS 


OF THE 


Englilh Navy, 


Humbly offer d to the Conſideration of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


Some further 


REASONS 


Humbly offered by the 


SAILORS 


JI AL-:1 14 B 


Conſideration of the Honourable Hoſe of Commons, for taking off the 
oy and R's ſet upongtheir Names in the Naw L00ks. 
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E know your Honours are not inſenſible of the great Advantage of the 

Fleet to the ſecurity of the Realm, Nature having placed your land in 

ſuch a part of the watry Globe, that the Land-men cannot be ſecure 

without tae aſſiſtance of the Sailors; nor can the Nation ſubfiſt under its 
own Laws and Fundamental Rights, without a good underſtanding betwixt both. "The 
Sea not only affords you floating Caſtles, which are the Walls and Bullworks of your 
Nation, but it ſupplies you with- the greateſt part of the Meney raiſed for the De- 
fence of the Kingdom, for which Reaſon, the Abuſes of the Sailors ſeem yet the more 
hard in point of Pay ; for thus they ſeem ro have a Natural as well as Rightful Claim 
to their Wages. Had the Money raiſed upon Land, been the only Sum appropriated 
for the payment of the Army, and the Tonnage and Poundage upon Shiping, with 
all Duties laid on Merchandize, outward and inward, appropriated for the Navy, the 
Sailors would have had a very generous Allowance. 

We do not complain of the Allowance made us by this Honourable Houſe, it is in- 
deed generous enough ; we are content with our Wages, had we any way to come 
at our own; and we are periwaded that your Honours, when you gave us ſuch 
Allowances for Proviſion and Pay, did intend it ſhould be equally diſtributed accord- 
ing to the true Intent and Meaning of ' your Ads. We cannot find in any of your 
Acts the Commiſſioners of the Admiraltry or Navy empowered to ſtop our Wages, under 
pretence of Q's and R's. Woe yet believe our ſelves to be Exg/iſh Men, entituled to 
our Franchiſes and free Birthrights, and muſt judge our ſelves to be ſo, until ſuch time 
as we are Baſtardiſed by ACt of Parliament. ; 

The Soldiers have Judicatures appointed them, whether they may appeal, when abuſed 
. in point of Pay; But the Sailors, who are bold to aflert, that they have done the Na- 

tion as much Service, and earned their Money as hard as any, can appeal no where but 
to ſuch Perſons as have done them the higheſt Inzuſtice, and are ſolely left to the Judg- 
ment of their Enemies. 

We are here unwilling to recriminate. and urge the Hardſhips we have met with at 
Sea, by being put to ſhort Allowance in the Channel, a thing unknown to former Ages ; 
we are willing co forget our bad Proviſions, the Peaſe, Bread, and ftinking Beef and 
Pork we have eaten, when this Honourable Houſe allow*'d us all Species good in their 
kind. But the want of our Pay, after theſe Hardſhips, is a Greivance intollerable, when 
after ſo tedious an ablence from our Wives and Families, we muſt have the unhappy 
entertainment to ſee them Starve at Home, and be curſt by the Pariſhes to which they 
are now burdenſome. Oy: 

We hope this Honourable Houſe is throughly ſenſible of our Hardſhip, in having our 
Wages detain'd from us, under the pretence of Q's and R's, and the deplorable Cons 
- dition of our neceſſitous Families, occaſioned by this Greivance, is worth the Conlidera- 
* tion of this Honourable Houſe, as alſo of their Compaſſhon. A Sailor is able by his 

Employment to keep his Family from the Pariſh, when his Wages are duly paid 
him ; but when detained from him after this manner, not only he, but thoſe that 
| have truſted him with their Stocks, in expectation. of juſt Paymenr, muſt be burden- 
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"own Laws and Fundamental Rights, without a good underſtanding b 


; 
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etwixt both. "The 
Sea not only affords you floating Caſtles, which are the Walls and Bullworks of your 


Nation, but it ſupplies you with- the greateſt part of the Meoency raiſed for the De- 
fence of the Kingdom, for which Reaſon, the Abuſes of the Sailors ſeem yer the more 
hard in point of Pay; for thus they ſcem to have a Natural as well as Rightful Claim 
to their Wages. Had the Money raifed upon Land, been the only Sum appropriated 
for the payment of the Army, and the Tonnage and Poundage upon Shiping, with 
all Duties laid on Merchandize, outward and inward, appropriated tor the Navy, the 
Sailors would have had a very generous Allowance. 

We do not complain of the Allowance made us by this Honourable Houſe, it is in- 
deed generous enough ; we are content with our Wages, had we any way to come 
at our own; and we are perſwaded that your Honours, when you gave us ſuch 
Allowances for Proviſion and Pay < did intend it ſhould be equally diſtributed accord- 
ing to the true Intent and Meaning of | your Acts. We cannot find in any of your 
Acts the Commiſſioners of the Admiraltry or Navy empowered © ſtop our Wages, under 
pretence of Q's and R's. We yet believe our ſelves to be Exeli 


"= | /þ Men, entituled to 
our Franchiſes and free Birthrights, and muſt judge our ſelves to be ſo, until ſuch time 


as we are Baſtardiled by AQ of Parliament. 

The Soldiers have Judicatures appointed them, whether they may appeal, when abuſed 
in point of Pay; But the Sailors, who are bold to aſſert, that they have done the Na- 
tion as much Service, and earned their Money as hard as any, can appeal no where but 
to ſuch Perſons as have done them the higheſt Injuſtice, and are ſolely left to the Judg- 
ment of their Enemies. 

We are here unwilling to recriminate and urge the Hardſhips we have met with at 
Sea, by being put to ſhort Allowance in the Channel, a thing unknown to former Ages ; 
we are willing co forget our bad Proviſions, the Peaſe, Bread, and ftinking Beef and 
Pork we have eaten, when this Honourable Houſe allow'd us all Species good in their 
kind. - But the want of our Pay, after theſe Hardſhips, is a Greivance intollerable, when 
after ſo tedious an abſence from our Wives and Families, we muſt have the unhappy 
entertainment to ſee them Starve at Home, and be curſt by the Pariſhes to which they 
are now burdenſome. | | 

We hope this Honourable Houſe is throughly ſenſible of our Hardſhip, in having our 
Wages detain'd from us, under the pretence of Q*s and R's, and the deplorable Cons 
dition of our neceſſitous Families, occaſioned by this Greivance, is worth the Conſidera- 


tion of this Honourable Houſe, as alſo of their Compaſſion. A Sailor is able by his 


y 
Employment to keep his Family from the Pariſh, when his Wages are duly paid 
him ; but when detained from him after this manner, not only he, but thoſe that 


have truſted him with their Stocks, in expectation of jult Paymenr} muſt be burden- 


ſome to their Neighbour. 


We would therefore Ry urge our deplorable Circumſtances as highly worthy the 
Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe: We hope our good Service may plead for us, 


and that the loſs of our Blood and Limbs in the Service of our Country, ſhall be no 


- occaſion of. the loſs of our Pay. The Story of /a Hogue will be a itanding Monument 


of our Bravery to future Ages, and we had no ſhare in the Atair of Monſieur Poizty, 


' or that of Tholown, yet kept out of our Pay, when ſuch Commanders as: run awa 


with their Ships had no R put upon their Names in the Navy-Books. We envy them 


- nor rhe Bounty allow'd them ; we are contented with our Wages when we can get It. 


All we deſire 15 the Payment of what we ventured our Lives to get; and we 1n all 
Humility hope we ſhall not incure the Diſpleaſure of this Honourable Houſe, when we 
complain of our loſs of Pay, and of our being whipt and pickled into the Bargain. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of this 
Honourable Houſe. 
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